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MEASURE V
NETS VICTORY

Half-cent tax hike a boon to Salinas libraries, services

When carly resulis showed
that Measure ¥V was headed for
victory, a small erowd al a Sali
nai  restaurant  oxpleded  in
cheers and hugs.

Measure V, the hallcent tax
hike to fund Fhraries, recreation
cenlers other sendoes, was
ahead by a healthy margin Tues
oy nighi.

Tt weoiahl b a et beacling
indicator.” sail Deniniis
Dopahwe, cocharman of the
Mieasure  Camgnim.

Later in the eveming, Mayvor
Anna Caballero ieok ap the v
tery chant.

“Whai's exciting aboul this
viclory is that there was a greal
sense of despair nine moeths
aga, and togelber we changed
ithat aroend,” she iodd an claicd
audlience.

Facing an 58 million budget
deficit, the Safinas Oty Counal
voled lag year o cul Bbrares
amd recreation services a8 & Siop
gap  measire. The Bbearies

began closing carly fhis vear,
bl afier Caballers lsunched
Rally Safinas to misc money 1o
keep the aty's three Bhraries
open, they remained in aperae
ticn for & combined 33 hours a
week
The campaign, drew  an
memimttdmmnimp
ﬁ'l;n'n coalition af kabor,
mdrchmrslﬂd.:ﬁ.

We necd o decide whnl pels
replaced, what gets bo mnprove.
Bzt foday we prosed that every
vale counls.”

An hour after polls closed o
8 pm. Tuecsday, a local iele
shom sEstion combinued] flashing
the early numbers released by
the Registrur of Yober's office
— ] every lEme s
saw @ modest lead at ﬁ hl.rl
form of Ethe SOreEn
cheerad.

Later, they leamed their
nizmbers were ower than ing
tally predicied bocause of a
glisch in the early absenles bal
lot peporia Bud the measuire s
perceptage  grew  sleadily,
maiching the predictions of
pon-scientific  pollsters  and
corsisants.

“It's ditficult 1o kmagine this is
ﬂm to e reversed,” Donshise

By %30 p.m., when a seoond

rcumdd of results came B, sap-
pariers viclory.




